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Sentence improvement is a very important category in English. Learn all the major techniques to

improve your sentence formation.

What is an Incorrect Sentence Formation?

Before we tell you how you can incorporate sentence improvement in your writing it’s
important to understand what exactly incorrect sentence formation is. Mainly there are two types
of mistakes that you will make while writing a sentence:

Run-on sentences: When you use incorrect punctuations to join two sentences.
Sentence fragments: When your sentence is missing necessary words to make complete sense.

It’s extremely important to write grammatically correct sentences that have a clear message. If
we write grammatically incorrect sentences then the meaning of the sentence completely
changes.

Many people are not able to express their ideas clearly in the form of words. The root problem is
sentence formation.

Most people think that sentence formation is only restricted to grammar. This is not at all true!
Your style and flow of writing along with the words you choose to write matters a lot. To be very
Frank, if you have common sense and a bit of knowledge of grammar you can ace sentence
formation.

How to Avoid Run-on Sentence Error?
Independent clauses are a group of words that don’t need any other sentence to make full sense.
These sentences can stand alone and still be clear in their messaging.

Run-on sentence error occurs when you join two independent clauses with incorrect
punctuation.

Adding Unnecessary Comma:
You cannot join two independent clauses with a comma without placing conjunction. This type

of error is known as a comma splice. You can fix this error in four ways:

Replace the comma with a semicolon:

This is one of the easiest ways to fix the comma splice error. Simply replace the comma with a
semicolon and link the two sentences.
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Add conjunction:

Conjunctions are the traditional way to join two Sentences. You can use both the coordinating
and subordinating conjunctions. Some common examples of conjunctions are but, because,
although, or, and, for, when and unless.

Write another sentence:

If you think the sentence is expressing two different ideas then you can replace the comma with a
punctuation mark and write two complete sentences.

Dancing is my passion, I love learning new dancing moves,

You can fix this sentence by using the first technique. Simply, replace the comma with a
semicolon.

Corrected sentence:

Dancing is my passion; I love learning new dancing moves.
Many people like playing games, 1 like reading books.
Just add a coordinating conjunction after the comma.
Corrected sentence:

Many people like playing games. but I like reading books.
I am staying in the house, it’s raining.

Both of the sentences are dependent on each other. To fix this we need to add subordinating
conjunction.

Corrected sentence:
I am staying in the house because it's raining.

VPN is not an all in one solution, we should always be alert and use different and strong
passwords everywhere.

You can break up this sentence and create two sentences.

Corrected sentence:
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VPN is not an all in one solution. We should always be alert and use different and strong
passwords everywhere,

Missing Comma with a Coordinating Conjunction:
Adding coordinating conjunctions without a comma can create run-on errors in your sentences, If

you don’t add commas it creates confusion in the minds of readers. The comma helps the reader
navigate through your sentences smoothly.

Incorrect sentence: Students should take internships seriously but should also make sure that
they give enough time to studies as well.

Correct sentence: Students should take internships seriously, but should also make sure that
they give enough time to studies as well.

If you use these technigues then you can learn sentence improvement with ease.

More on Sentence Fragments:

A sentence fragment is created when your sentence doesn’t have all the necessary words to make
the sentence grammatically correct. All the sentences must have a subject and a predicate.

Most of the time the subject always comes before the predicate. You must always remember that
every subject needs a predicate, and every predicate needs a subject.

Example: Writing is my passion

Subject: Writing

Predicate: is my passion

You can create sentence fragments in 2 ways:

The Sentence Doesn’t Have Predicate:

A sentence missing a main verb is the most common form of sentence fragment that blocks your
path to sentence improvement. Every Sentence must have a predicate to make complete

meaning.

You can fix this error by adding appropriate punctuation to join the two sentences. The second
way is to rewrite the entire sentence by adding a predicate in it.
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Incorrect sentence: After doing dance practice for weeks, one of the dancers got injured before
the competition. An unpredictable event for everyone.

Correct sentence: After doing dance practice for weeks, one of the dancers got injured before
the competition: an unpredictable event for everyone.

(Here, we have added a semicolon to connect the two sentences)

After doing dance practice for weeks, one of the dancers got injured before the competition. It
was an unpredictable event for everyone,

(Here, we have rewritten the whole sentence)

Just Writing a Dependent Clause:

A dependent clause needs an independent clause to form a full sentence. To fix this error you can
add subordinating conjunctions: since, while, although, when, after, since, because, while, if,
unless, and whereas.

Incorrect sentence: They would start attending colleges. When the cases of coronavirus start
decreasing.

Correct sentence: They would start attending colleges when the cases of coronavirus start
decreasing.

As you can see, using subordinating clauses correctly can bring sentence improvement in your
writing.

Example:

Directions: In the questions, a part of the sentence is given in Underline. Below are given
alternatives to the Underline part at (A), (B) and (C) which may improve the sentence.
Choose the correct alternative. In case no improvement is needed your answer is (D).

The interesting tale had its beginning more than fifty years ago.

(A) Was started
(B) Initiated

(C) Began
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(D) No improvement

Correct Answer: C

We did not see this movie yet.

(A) Have not seen to

(B) Never have seen

(C) Never seen

(D) No improvement

Correct Answer: A

Loose tea leaves are kept in a tea box.
(A) Cozy

(B) Caddy

(C) Tin

(D) No improvement

Correct Answer: B

Sincere workers do not rest till they have reached perfection in their work.
(A) They have achieved

(B) They having reached

(C) They had achieved

(D) No improvement

Correct Answer: A

Unless they modify the system, our future generations will suffer.
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(A) Unless the system will be modified
(B) If the system will not be modified
(C) Unless the system is modified

(D) No improvement

Correct Answer: C

The boy said that he has read the book.
(A) He had read

(B) He has finished to read

(C) He has already read

(D) No improvement

Correct Answer: A

You are a mechanic, aren't you?

(A) Isn’t

(B) Are

(C) Wasn’t

(D) No improvement

Correct Answer: D

I usually did not take sugar in my tea,
(A) Have not taken

(B) Do not take

(C) Do not takes
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(D) No improvement
Correct Answer: C

The autumn season of Parliament will begin on Monday.

(A) Cession

(B) Mission

(C) Session

(D) No improvement

Correct Answer: C

The camera I bought recently is not convenient.
(A) Hard to use.

(B) Difficult to use.

(C) Easy to use

(D) No improvement

Correct Answer: C
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